CREWS WORK ROUND THE CLOCK TO FIX PAPER MILL ROAD BRIDGE
September 20, 2012 - Cobb DOT Staff Reports

When recent heavy rains prompted a Cobb County Department of Transportation Pre-Construction
Engineer to send bridge engineers to inspect the Paper Mill Road Bridge last week, the group expected
to find normal wear and tear.

Instead, a more critical problem was uncovered that, if gone
undetected, could have eventually cost the County big money
and big problems.

A large section beneath one of the support columns had been
washed away by high volumes of water, leaving a large hole at
the base. Had the defect gone unnoticed and eventually
worsened, the bridge — which crosses the creek about one mile
upstream from where Sope Creek empties into the
Chattahoochee River — could have shifted, and in a worst case
scenario set the stage for a portion of the bridge to possibly
partially collapse.

By 6:30 p.m. Friday night, September 14, a team of Cobb DOT
engineers and consultants closed the bridge and called in C.W.
Matthews Contracting Company, Inc. to complete the fix.
Matthews was assigned the project because of their close
proximity at a Georgia Department of Transportation project on
Johnson Ferry Road, and their ability to quickly mobilize
equipment to Paper Mill Road. The crew needed to dewater a
portion of Sope Creek
before removing and replacing the damaged section of the bridge
footing. The bridge was reopened to traffic on Sunday afternoon,
September 16, less than 48 hours after initially closing for repairs.

County Manager David Hankerson, under emergency authority
granted by the Board of Commissioners, approved the repairs.

Usually built to last 50 years, the American Society of Civil
Engineers, reports the average bridge in the US is 43 years old. It
also reports one in four of the nation’s bridges are either
structurally deficient or functionally obsolete.

The repair is expected to cost around $75,000 and will be funded
by 2011-15 SPLOST program earmarked for bridge preservation.
Without the SPLOST funding, repairs would have had to come out
of the CCDOT general fund.

Crews work on the damaged section of the Paper
Mill Road Bridge footing.



