LOCALLY PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE
CIRCULATOR SYSTEMS

The transit service provided through operations of the Locally Preferred Alternatives (LPA) is along the
US 41 and I-75 corridors. To supplement this enhanced transit service, localized access would be made
available through establishing a series of circulator and feeder operations in Cobb County. Identified
below are potential operational parameters for the cities and major activity centers in the Northwest
Corridor that would provide local area access and circulation. Additional evaluation for refining these
complementary systems to identify local trip generators and attractors plus operating efficiencies would
be accomplished during the EA/EIS phase for the Northwest Corridor.

Acworth-Kennesaw-Kennesaw State University

The northwest portion of Cobb County would have two major stations for the enhanced transit service,
the Cowan Road park and ride lot and the Busbee Drive park and ride lot. A circulator routing could be
implemented that feeds nearby trips to the stations for long haul trips in the I-75 corridor while
providing access to and between local destinations. Originating at the Cowan Road park and ride lot,
access would be provided to Main Street in downtown Acworth. From there the route would proceed
to the commercial and employment opportunities along Cobb Parkway. At Jiles Road the route would
travel to Main Street in Kennesaw and head south to McCollum Parkway. At McCollum Parkway the
route would go to Big Shanty Road and then the park and ride lot at Busbee Drive. From this station the
route would travel along Chastain Road with stops at Kennesaw State University (KSU). From KSU the
route would return to downtown Kennesaw and then downtown Acworth following Old 41 Highway.
From this destination the route would return to the Cowan Road park and ride lot.

Acworth

A local transit station would be established at the existing CCT park and ride lot on SR 92. From this
site, circulator operations would be directly to the downtown area of Acworth along Cowan Road. A
loop would be established along Main Street and Senator Russell Avenue providing access to
government facilities plus office and retail operations. After the downtown loop, the vehicle would
return to the park and ride lot.

Kennesaw

A local transit station would be established at the existing CCT park and ride lot on Busbee Drive and
Busbee Parkway. From this location, a circulator would access downtown Kennesaw via Big Shanty Road
to Cherokee Street to Main Street. After making a loop through Kennesaw accessing government
facilities, office and retail locations, and institutional facilities (i.e. the Southern Museum of History), the
circulator would follow the same route returning to the park and ride lot. This routing also affords
access to businesses in the Town Point development on the west side of |-75.

Kennesaw State University

From the existing CCT park and ride lot on Busbee Drive and Busbee Parkway, access would be provided
to Kennesaw State University (KSU) entering the campus at the main entrance on Chastain Road. The



service would then follow a loop through the main campus returning to the park and ride lot via either
Frey Road or Busbee Parkway. The Busbee Parkway routing would afford access to the office and
commercial developments in the Town Park development.

Town Center Area

With the starting point being the existing CCT park and ride lot on Busbee Drive and Busbee Parkway,
routing would be south on Busbee Parkway to the Town Center Mall and other nearby commercial
developments. From that point service would be provided along Barrett Parkway to Cobb Place
Boulevard having stops at the developments along the route. The return trip would be along Barrett
Lakes Boulevard to Big Shanty Road to Busbee Parkway.

It is acknowledged that some of the proposed circulator routings could duplicate shuttle service that is
provided by KSU for its students, faculty, and staff. During the EA/EIS phase for the Northwest Corridor,
more in depth analyses of these multiple operations would be performed to identify ways to avoid
duplicate service.

Marietta

There are two potential routing scenarios for access and circulation to downtown Marietta. One
scenario would be from the station at Canton Road south along Church Street to the Square and then
proceeding to the CCT Marietta Transfer. From there the return trip would be back past the Square
along Cherokee Street returning to the Canton Road Station. This routing provides access to WellStar’s
Kennestone medical complex. The other scenario would be from the Big Chicken Station along Roswell
Street to the Square and after making a loop returning along the same route.

GreenTech Corridor

Through their planning process, the City of Marietta is advancing the development of a GreenTech
corridor that would link development opportunities in the Franklin Road area with the academic
institutions of Southern Polytechnic State University (SPSU) and Life University Life. From the South
Loop Station access would be to Franklin Road and back on the east side of US 41 and to the Marietta
Transfer Center, SPSUI, and Life on the west side of US 41.

Smyrna
For access to Smyrna’s city center, the route would start at the Windy Hill Road Station and proceed

along Windy Hill Road to Atlanta Road to City Hall and the other adjacent governmental and institutional
facilities. The opportunity exists to proceed along Concord Road, South Cobb Drive, and Church Street
before returning to the station via Atlanta Road and Windy Hill Road. With this longer routing, the
frequency of service and the number of circulators would have to be further evaluated to provide the
enhanced service.

Cumberland Galleria Area

One opportunity being explored with the Northwest Corridor Alternatives Analysis Study is the
development of a regional transit center. The Revive 285 study which evaluated improved



transportation and transit service on the Top End of |-285 identified potential station locations in the
Cumberland Galleria area. The alignment of the Northwest Corridor system would provide connectivity
to this east-west regional service with one potential transfer station near the Akers Mill Square
development. From this regional station, circulator service would be along spokes that depart and
return to the central location. Routes and destinations would include Cumberland Boulevard to
Cumberland Parkway to Paces Ferry Road returning after stopping at the Home Depot Store Support
complex; along Akers Mill Road to Interstate North Parkway to Windy Hill Road to the Wildwood
development and then returning; and across Akers Mill Road into the Galleria complex circulating on
Galleria Parkway and galleria Drive before returning to the station.



