Superior Court of Cobb County
e —

INSTRUCTIONS FOR FILING A COMPLAINT FOR
DIVORCE WITHOUT MINOR CHILDREN

GENERAL COMMENTS

This is the packet for people who want to file thewn divorce in Cobb County, and who do hawe any minor
children together with their spouse. If you andiryspouse have minor children together, you mustise this

form packet. Instead, you must use the versideddComplaint for Divorce with Minor Children.”

Please read these instructions and each individuédrm very carefully. Missing or misreading a word could

cause you to make serious errors in your caseéngutbur rights and the direction of your divoraese in jeopardy.

INTRODUCTION

In the State of Georgia, if you want to end yourniage, you must file &omplaint for Divorcan the Superior
Court. There are two options available to youfilorg a divorce case: (1) you can hire a lawyetowtill prepare
your paperwork and represent you in court, or (1) gan use the forms included in this packet apcesent
yourself in court. After a court grants your digerand issueskinal Judgment and Decree of Divorgmu will be

legally able to remarry.

It is advisable to speak with a lawyer before §liany action with the Court; this divorce is no epiion to that rule.
There are often more issues involved in a divone® tyou might realize if you fail to get legal ackvi However,
you may want to review the forms and instructianthis packet before you talk to a lawyer, so ttmat will be able

to make the best use of your time with the lawyer.

Dissolution of a marriage can be a very complicgextess. If documents are not completed, sigmetdsized and
filed as prescribed by law, the divorce pleadingsreot in compliance with the law, a judge canmangyour

request for divorce, and may dismiss your case.

If you want a court to grant your divorgggu must follow the lawand you must complete each and every

paragraph that applies to your casgbut not any paragraph that does not apply to yourcase).

Please read and complete the steps listed in #aisap in order to finalize, file, and serve youmgdaint for

divorce.

State lawO.C.G.A. § 15-19-51prohibits court personnel (including staff atteys, law clerks, calendar clerks,
Clerk’s Office staff, and Sheriff's Department $idfom giving legal advice or answering legal qtimss. This

rule also applies to the Cobb County Law Library.
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YOU MAY ESPECIALLY NEED AN ATTORNEY IF:

The case is contested OR an attorney representsyouse.

You or your children are victims of family violenagainst you by your spouse.

You are unable to locate your spouse for purpotbavang him/her served with this action.

You and your spouse have a house, pension, or é&angeint of property or income to be divided.

You think you may have difficulty getting financiagformation from your spouse.

Whether your case is contested or uncontested, yshould speak with a lawyer before signing &ettlement

Agreementor filing any other documents with the Court.

FORMS NEEDED TO START YOUR DIVORCE:

If this divorce actionrmay be contestedmeaning that you do not have a sigi@adtlement Agreemegnyou must
file the following documents along with ti@gomplaint

(&) Complaint for Divorce
(b) Verification
(c) Summons
(d) Domestic Relations Financial Affidavit
(e) Domestic Relations Case Filing Information Form
(H Sheriff's Entry of Service
OR
Acknowledgment of Service
OR
All of the following publication paperwork:
(1) Affidavit of Diligent Search
(2) Notice of Publicationand
(3) Order of Publication, Return of Service, Order Retfng Service
(g) Notice of Lis Penden@ applicable)We suggest that you consult an attorney if youktigou need this form.
(h) Rule Nisi(only if you want a hearing on temporary issues)
(i) Affidavit of PovertyandOrder on Affidavit of Povertfif applicable)
Note: Only use this form if you are indigent and canaiford to pay the filing and service fees. See the
list of fees enclosed with this packet.

All of these forms are included in this packet or ee available from the Cobb County Law Library, except for
Sheriff's Entry of Serviceand Domestic Relations Case Filing Information Fornwhich are available at the

Superior Court Clerk’s Office.
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If this action isuncontested(meaning you have a sign&ettlement Agreemégnyou must file the following
documents with th€omplaint

(&) Complaint for Divorce
(b) Verification
(c) Summons
(d) Domestic Relations Financial Affidavit
(e) Domestic Relations Case Filing Information Formdi®ls Office)
() Acknowledgment of Service, Consent to Jurisdiciuh Venue, and Consent to Present Qasiginal
signed by Defendant and notary public)
OR
Acknowledgment of Servi¢eriginal signed Defendant and notary pubic)
(9) Notice of Lis Penden@nly if applicable)
Note: It is unlikely that you will need this documentyibu have a signefiettlement Agreement
(see instructions for Paragraph 9 of the Complaitife suggest that you consult an attorney if you
think you need this form.
(h) Rule Nisi(only if you want a hearing on temporary issues)
Note: It is unlikely that you will need this documehydu have a signeflettlement Agreement
(i) Affidavit of PovertyandOrder on Affidavit of Povertyonly if applicable)
Note: Only use this form if you are indigent and canaiord to pay the filing and service fees.
See the list of fees enclosed with this packet.
() Settlement Agreeme(tigned before notaries by both parties)

All of these forms are included in this packet or ee available from the Cobb County Law Library.

FORMS NEEDED AT THE FINAL HEARING TO FINISH YOUR DIVORCE:

If you do nothave a signe&ettlement Agreemernyiou will need the following forms when you gothe final
hearing in your divorce:

(a) Final Judgment and Decree of Divorce With Minor I@ren (Without Settlement Agreemént

(b) Domestic Relations Case Disposition Form (Clerkfid@)
If you havea signedSettlement Agreemeryou will need the following forms when you gothe final hearing your
divorce:

(a) Final Judgment and Decree of Divorce Incorporat®ettlement Agreement

(b) Domestic Relations Case Disposition Form (Clerkf§d@)

All of these forms are included in this packet or ee available from the Cobb County Law Library or the
Clerk’s Office.
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The following are detailed instructions on how to smplete and file thisComplaint for Divorce Without Minor

Children, as well as some of the related documents. (Rethese instructions carefully and more than once, if
necessary).

STEP 1: PETITION FOR DIVORCE
Caption (Heading):

Fill in your name as the Petitioner and your spuidl name as the Defendant. Leave the CivilidetCase
Number blank. The clerk will assign a number tarycase when you file your Petition in the Cler®@fice.
After completing the heading, write your full namgain in the space provided just before Paragraph 1

Paragraph 1: Subject Matter Jurisdiction

Check only one (1) box.

(&) Check boxa if you have been a resident of the State of Gedii at least six (6) months immediately
before filing yourPetition for Divorce (It is not good enough if you used to live in Gearmji the past,
moved away, and have returned more recently thamsiths ago.)

(b) Check boxb if you are not a resident of the State of Georgid,your spouse has been living in Georgia
for at least the past six (6) months. (It is nobd enough if your spouse used to live in Geongideé
past, moved away, and has returned more recemttygix months ago.)

Note: If you live in Georgia, but not lived here forallfsix months, but your spouse has been living
here for at least the past six months, you malyustd thisComplaintand file in Georgia. If this
is the case, you should check Hoand cross out the first eleven words (“I am noesident of
the State of Georgia, but...”), so that the sentémneecurate.

Paragraph 2: Venue

The issue of venue in a divorce action is very darated. It is also very important since the do@may be
defective if venue is not addressed properly. Rbase instructions very carefully. If your siioatdoes not

seem to fit any of the choices exactly, you shaalkito a lawyer. You may not be able to file yoase in Cobb
County or you may need to make particular changdsis form.

Check only one (1) box.

(@) Check boxa if the Defendant currently resides in Cobb County.

(b) Check boxb if all of the following are true:

(1) The Defendant is not a resident of Cobb Countyrésites in Georgia;
(2) The two of you lived together in Cobb County at tinee you separated;
(3) You still live in Cobb County; and

(4) The Defendant has moved out of Cobb County onlhiwithe past six (6) months prior to you filing
this Complaint for Divorce

(c) Check box if the Defendant does not live in Cobb County dittinot live with you in Cobb County at
your time of separation, but currently resides aofgia.
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(d) Check boxd if you live in Cobb County and the Defendant doeslive in Georgia. Then check number
(1), (2), or (3) in the same paragraph.

Check only one (1) boXIf both 1 and 3, or 2 and 3 apply, check only 3.)

(1) Check boxt if the Defendant was a residarftCobb County, but currently resides in anothates
(enter the name of the state in the space provided)the Defendant is subject to the personal
jurisdiction of the Court under Georgia’s Long ABtatute. (See O.C.G.A. § 9-10-91[5]).

(2) Check box if the Defendant has never residadhe State of Georgia and currently resides in
another state. Enter the name of the state isfghee provided.

(3) Check box3 if the Defendant does not live in Georgia, but Aclsnowledgedservice of process
and has consented the jurisdiction of the Court. If you checkslbox, you must file the original
signed and notarized form entitiédknowledgment of Service, Consent to Jurisdicih
Venue, and Consent to Present Céhés is one form) with thi€omplaint

(e) Check boxe if you reside in Cobb County, but you do not knwhere the Defendant livesyou must
prove to the Court that you have tried to locateBefendant and cannot find him or her. You misi a
file the original signed and notarizédfidavit of Due Diligencevith thisComplaint In thatAffidavit,
you will explain to the Court about the steps yooktto try to find the Defendant.

Note: In this situation, you will have to serve the Defant by publication. (See Paragraph 3-c below).
That means you will not be able to get certain kinfirelief as part of the divorce, such as child
support and alimony. However, if the Defendargd@cknowledges service, gets served by the
Sheriff, or files amAnswerto the divorce, then your case will not be limitgdthe restrictions that
apply to publication cases.

Paragraph 3:  Service of Process
Check only one (1) box.

(a) Check boxa if the Defendant has acknowledged Service of Bmcéf you check this box, you must also
file the original signed and notarizéd¢knowledgment of Service

(b) Check boxo if you want the Sheriff's Department to serve Befendant with thiomplaintand the other
court papers. You must fill in the address wheeeDefendant should be served and circle whetligish
a home or work address.

(1) Check boxo-1 if the Defendant lives outside of Cobb County sod want the Sheriff's
Department to serve him or her. If you check bag, you must inform the Clerk’s Offiqgvhen
you file the case) that the other party must beeskby “second original.” The clerk will stamp
the service copy of your papers as a “second @&igin

(c) Check boxc if you do not know where the Defendant lives and gre serving him or her by publication.
Write the Defendant’s last known address on thesliprovided. You must also file the original sid@ed
notarizedAffidavit of Due Diligenceavith thisComplaint In thatAffidavit, you will explain to the Court
about the steps you took to try to find the Defenida

To find more information about Service of ProcesadStep 7of these instructions.
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Paragraph 4:  Date of Marriage
Check only one (1) box.

(a) Check boxa if you and the Defendant were married with a Iseand a ceremony, such as one by a
clergyman or by a judge at the courthouse. Whigedate of the marriage in the space provided.

(b) Check boxb if you and the Defendant did not have a marriégggnke and a ceremony, but you believe you
have established a common law marriage. Underdietaw, this generally means that you and the
Defendant lived together and held yourselves oliuaband and wife befodanuary 1, 1997. Write the
date you began your common law marriage in theespeavided.

Paragraph 5:  Date of Separation

In the space provided, write the last date thatamad the Defendant separated and remained sepagatedhe
present time. Provide only one date. If you dr@l@efendant have separated, gotten back togethethen
separated again, use the date of the most reqesutadion.

Paragraph 6:  Settlement Agreement

Check this box only iffou and the Defendant have signegledtiement Agreemetetling the Court the
arrangements concerning your minor children (suctustody, visitation, child support, medical exges) or
insurance), how you will divide your joint and matiproperty and debts, and how you will resolvg ather issues
between the two of you. The parties must agreentatily and this document must be signed by batttigs in
front of a notary public.

Paragraph 7:  Minor Children

Check only one (1) box.

(a) Check boxa if you hand the Defendant do not have any minddmn together (by birth or adoption).

(b) Check boxo if you and the Defendant hawainor children together. STOP HERE. If you and t
Defendant have minor children together, you mustaudifferent complaint form, entitled “Complaior f
Divorce With Minor Children.”

Paragraph 8:  Alimony
Note: If you want alimony, but do not have proof of thefBndant’s income, you should see a lawyer.
There are procedures called “discovery” that maydes to try to determine the income. The key
issue in deciding alimony is the income of bothtipar

Check only one (1) box.

(a) Check boxa if you are financially dependent on the Defendamt want the Court to order the Defendant
to pay alimony for your support.

(b) Check boxb if you are_notasking the Court to order alimony payments forrygupport.

(c) Check box if this issue cannot be decided by the Court is divorce action because the Court cannot get
personal jurisdiction over the Defendant. (Sedrk&uctions above for Paragraph 2-e.)
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Paragraph 9:  Marital Property

Notes:
o All property that was acquired by either party duthrgmarriage is considered marital property
(no matter whose name is on the title), excepgifts and inherited property.

o If the marital home or other real estate is tiflethe Defendant’s name alone (or you are not sure
whose name is on the property deed), you musafileparate document calletllatice of Lis
Pendens If you do not file d.is Pendensand the property is sold before the divorce bezom
final, you will not be able to get the home (othare of it) as part of the divorce because it gl
gone. See a lawyer if this may apply to your case.

o If the marital home belonged to one of the pattiefore the marriage, it still may be claimed as
marital property if its value has increased (orrietgage has decreased) during the marriage.
See a lawyer if this may apply to your case.

o If you or the Defendant have rights to a pensi@t Have built up during the marriage, the pension
may be considered marital property. Figuring betyalue of a pension (and writing the proper
QDRO order if it is distributed in the divorce)vsry complicated. See a lawyer if this may apply
to your case.

o If you think the Defendant may have acquired asdeting the marriage that are unknown to you,
the law has procedures to use (called “discoveytjy to find out about those assets. Ifitis
important to you to try to learn more about theddefant’s assets, you should see a lawyer.

Check only one (1) box.

(a) Check boxa if you and the Defendant have alreatiyided your marital property and you are both
satisfied with the division.

(b) Check box if you and the Defendant did natquire any property during your marriage (oh# t
property is already all gone).

(c) Check boxe if you and the Defendant daitquire property during your marriage and youaaiéng for
a fair division of that property.

Note: If you check this box, you must provide the Cawith information about the property
that you and the Defendant have acquired at arg dinning the marriage. Use the
spaces provided under boxo describe the property and check each box thaltes.
Use additional paper if necessary, and attachapemto thisComplaint between pages
8 and 9. Carefully read the “Notes about Maritalg@rty” section at the beginning of
the instructions for Paragraph 21.

(d) Check boxd if this issue cannot be decided by the Court is divorce action because the Court cannot
get personal jurisdiction over the Defendant. (eenstructions above for Paragraph 2-e.)
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Paragraph 10: Joint or Marital Debts

Note: Creditors are not parties in your divorce casesnséquently, the Court cannot take away
creditors’ rights in the divorce. This means titret Court cannot prevent creditors from trying to
collect from any person who is liable to a partiudebt. However, the Court can enter an order
in the divorce case that says one party or ther atlust pay a particular martial debt. If the
responsible party does not pay as ordered, s/hebmagld in contempt.

Check only one (1) box.
€) Check boxa if you and the Defendant do nadive any joint or marital debts.

(b)  Check box if you and the Defendant hay@nt or marital debts. In the spaces provided,dach
creditor (for example, Visa, MasterCard, etc.), tagance owed, and who you believe should pay each
debt. Use additional paper if necessary, andtaitdo theComplaintbetween pages 9 and 10.

(c) Check box if this issue cannot be decided by the Court is divorce action because the Court cannot
get personal jurisdiction over the Defendant. (Bednstructions above for Paragraph 2-e.)

Paragraph 11: Restraining Order Where Violence Ha®ccurred
Do notcheck this box if there has not been any histémjalent acts against you by the Defendant.

Check this box only ithere has been a history of violence by the Defahtbward you, and you are afraid that the
Defendant will continue the violent acts or harasshagainst you.

The restraining order in a divorce_is maotforceable by warrantless arrest. It can onlgrferced by &otion for
Contempt

Note: If there has been recent violence (or past violgries a recent threat to renew that violence), you
should consider filing a Temporary Protective Ord@0O) immediately A TPO providesnuch
stronger and faster protect than a restrainingrarda divorce case. There is no charge for filing
a TPO petition, and free help is available fonfjlione. Contact the Women’s Resource Center at
404-688-9436 to get more information about TPOs.

Paragraph 12: Restore Former Name

Check this box only iffou want the Court to restore your former or maidame. On the space provided, write the
name you want to have restored.

Note: This is not a name change action and cannot befaseayone except the wife or husband in this
divorce action.
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Paragraph 13: Grounds for Divorce
Check only the boxes that you can proveourt if your case goes to trial.

(a) Check boxa if there is no hope that you and the Defendantsease this marriage. This is the language
for grounds in most cases, and may be the onlymgi®you choose. It is the basis for granting a
divorce when fault is not proven. It can and sHalko be used as a “back-up,” if you check other
grounds based on some kind of fault.

(b)  Check box if the Defendant has committed acts of crueltyirmgjayou. On the spaces provided, you
must tell the Court what cruel acts the Defend&htal you.

(c) Check box if the Defendant had sexual relations with someglae while you have been married to
each other.

(d) Check boxd if the Defendant left you intentionally and has come back for at least a year.

(e) Check boxe if you can prove and want to state other groundslifvorce. You mustesearch the law
under O.C.G.A. § 19-5-3, and tell the Court whaeotgrounds for divorce you are asserting. Use the
space provided or attach additional paper betweage$10 and 11.

Final Paragraph: Request for Relief
Check only the boxes that apply

€) Check boxa if you want the Court to grant you a total divofoem the Defendant. Make sure you have
also completed Paragraph 13.

(b)  Check box if you want theSettlement Agreemesiggned by you and the Defendant to be incorporated
in theFinal Judgment and Decree of Divorc#lake sure you have also completed Paragrapld ha
both parties have signed tBettlement Agreemeint front of a notary public.

(c) Check box if you want the Court to order the Defendant tg amony for your support. Make sure
you have completed Paragraph 8.

(d)  Check boxd if you want the Court to divide the marital profyesis described in Paragraph 9. Make
sure you have correctly and completely filled catd®raph 9, after carefully reading the noteset th
beginning of the instructions for that paragraph.

(e) Check boxe if you want the Court to assign responsibility fayments of joint or marital debts as
described in Paragraph 10. Make sure you havedtyrand completely filled out Paragraph 10, after
carefully reading the notes at the beginning ofitiséructions for that paragraph.

® Check boX if you want the Court to temporarily and permahergstrain the Defendant from harassing
you or committing any further acts of violence tosvgou. Make sure you have completed Paragraph
11.

(9) Check boxg if you want the Court to restore your former origles name according to Paragraph 12.
Make sure you have completed that paragraph.

(h) Check boxh if you want the Court to schedule a Rule Nisi ¢irgaon temporary issues). Complete a
Rule Nisiform for the Court to complete and sign. See tamtil information about this in Step 8

below.
() Check box as a “back-up” to allow for any other relief theut finds appropriate in your case.
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Signature and Date

To finish theComplaintform, add the date on which your are signingigin our name in the space provided on the
last page, write your address and a daytime telephomber where the Court staff could reach ymedessary.
However, if you are living in a shelter for victimo$ family violence,_do not list the address of #elter Instead,

you should write another address where you camigethat you will receive any information that igired to you

by the Court or the Defendant.

STEP 2: VERIFICATION FORM

The Verificationform mustbe filled out with theComplaint for Divorce In the caption, insert your name as the
Plaintiff and your spouse’s name as the DefendBat.notfill in the Civil Action Case Number. The clerkiliv
assign a number to your case when you file youe aathe Clerk’s office. Insert your name in tipase
underneath the word “Verification,” which is thddiof this document. In the next space, insegttite of the
document you are verifying as true, which @Mmplaint for Divorce Without Minor Childreh

Before you sign thi¥/erification remember that you will be swearing under oath @ information you have
provided in theComplaint for Divorces true. You should re-read tl®mplaintone more time, from start to finish,
to make sure it is all true. Then take @@mplaintand thisVerificationto a notary public. (See pages 2 and 3
above to find out the other forms you will neech&ve notarized.) Sign your name in front of theanppublicin

the space provided, and check the box to inditeteytou are the Plaintiff. The notary must congplbie rest of the
Verificationform after you sign it under oath. The staffree Cobb County Superior Court Clerk’s Office can
notarize this document for free, but you must hanaper identification.

STEP 3: OTHER DOCUMENTS & COPIES

To start your divorce case, you must complete dadéveral other forms in addition to tB@emplaintand
Verification Some of these forms need to be signed in frbatrmtary public. (The forms you will need arstéid
on pages 2 and 3 of these instructions.)

After you have finished filling out all of the reiged papers to start your case, and all have bigeed (in front of a
notary public where required), make two (2) congpkets of copiesf all papers that you are going to file. Then,
separate the copies into three packets: (1) @alebriginals for the court, (2) one set of cog@syour spouse
(called the “service copy”), and (3) one set ofiesdor you to keep for your own records.

STEP 4: FEES

The court filing fe€for a divorce action may be obtained from the Siop&ourt Clerk’s Office. You should
contact someone in that office to determine whahfof payment are acceptable. The phone numhbeto
Superior Court Clerk’s Office is 770-528-1300.

In addition, there is a service fe€$50.00, if the Cobb County Sheriff's Departmengoing to serve this action.
Please note that this fee is subject to change.

Note: If you have a low income and feel that you carafird to pay these fees, you can ask the Cowiige
the court filing fee and service fee. To do tlimy should file thé?overty AffidaviendOrder on Poverty
Affidavit forms along with your other forms that you haveetato the Clerk’s Office. A judge must sign
the Order approving théPoverty Affidavit before the filing of your case can be completgdhie Clerk’s
Office staff. If the judge signs the order of apl, both the filing fee and the service fee aséved. If
the judge does not approve ydoverty Affidavityou must pay all fees before you case will prdcee
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If you are serving the Defendant by publicationcgagse you do not know where she or he can be ffmrrskrvice),
there is a publication fezharged by the newspaper that publishes the nolibes fee will have to be paid
separately from the Clerk’s Office fees. Everhi judge approves yo®overty Affidavityou will have to pay this
fee of $80.00 (subject to change)Tioe Marietta Daily Journal Please note that the fee amount is subject to
change.

STEP 5: FILING

After you have completed, signed (in front of aamgf where applicable), copied, and sorted allafrypaper work,
you are ready to file your case. Take all threess of forms (with the Court’s set on top), gavith your case or
money orders to pay the fees, to the Cobb Counpe$ar Court Clerk’s Office. Give all three sefsdocuments to
the clerk.

Tell the clerk if there have ever been cases apmwin this court so that the case can be assigmtt proper
judge. If your paperwork is complete, the clerl Weep the originals for the Court’s file. Onceuwy fees have
been paid or Roverty Affidavithas been approved by the judge, the clerk wilteathie case number on the top of
the set of your copies, stamp them, and return titseyou. Keep these copies for your records. Ybuorce case
has now been filed, but you still need to arrarmgesérvice (unless you have filed Acknowledgment of Service
You should use the third set of copies for service.

STEP 6: SERVICE

Service is the required formal process of notifying Defendant that the divorce action has beed.filThere are
three ways for service to be completed: (1) theeDgént signs aAcknowledgment of Servig®) service by the
Sheriff's Department or other approved processesenr (3) by publication.

Service by Acknowledgement of Service

This is the easiest and least expensive methodyrbutif the Defendant is cooperative and willing to sign a
Acknowledgment of Servifem in front of a notary public. You cannot sifpr the Defendant, and you cannot
sign as the notary witnessing the Defendant’s sigeanor is it good enough for the Defendant ¢m svithout the
signature being witnessed by a notary public.

There are two differericknowledgment of Serviéerms available from the Cobb County Law Library:

(1) TheAcknowledgement of Service, Consent to JurisdigmhVenue, and Consent to Present Gase
appropriate if you and the Defendant have reacheabeeement and will be signingsattlement
Agreement This form is best because it includes the cantgethe present case in the same form with
the acknowledgement, so you are saved a step later.

(2) The plainAcknowledgment of Servié@m is appropriate if you and the Defendant haetreached a
complete agreement yet, but the Defendant is willmacknowledge service. This saves the
Defendant the possible embarrassment or inconvemiehbeing served by the deputy sheriff, but
does not give up the Defendant’s right to filefarswerand have a trial if an agreement is not reached.

To use this method of service, you need to complet@ppropriate form and have the Defendant sigmfiont of a
notary public. You should then file it with youther papers, as explained in Steps 3, 4, and 5eabov
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Service by Sheriff's Department

This is the usual way for service to be completids sometimes called “Personal Service,” whiokams that the
deputy sheriff or other court-approved processesemands the papers to the Defendant in persor.farms
provided by the Superior Court of Cobb County dbinolude the special motion and order requirebaee a
special process server appointed. Thereforegibtdfendant will not sign an acknowledgement, amd know an
address where the Defendant can be served, yoldsimake arrangements for the Sheriff's Departmersetrve the
papers.

If the Defendant can be served in Cobb County, therCobb County Sheriff's Department can serveptyeers.
You may pay the service fee at the Clerk’s Offideew you file the case, and leave the service copyegpapers
with the clerk. The clerk will forward your paynteand legal documents to the Sheriff's Departmentsérvice.

Note: If you prefer, you may take the fee and serviceyanfithe papers directly to the Sheriff's
Department yourself (after you have completed Stapove). The Sheriff's Department is not at
the jall; it is located in the Superior Court birlg.

If the Defendant must be served in another counstate, the Cobb County Sheriff's Department caseove the
papers. You will need to arrange for service diyawith the Sheriff's Department of the proper oty You
should find out the amount of the fee, and taksend it to the proper Sheriff's Department, aloriththe service
copy of the papers.

Whether you have service completed by the Cobb tydsineriff's Department or some other Sheriff's Begment,
you should make sure the service copy includeStieiff's Entry of Serviciorm. After the Sheriff's Department
completes service, they will send the white andbyetopies to the Clerk’s Office, which will theersd the yellow
copy to you (if you have properly filled out therri).

Service by Publication

This is a method of last resort. If you can fihnd Defendant, you must use one of the other twaiqusly
described methods of service. If you do not kndvere the Defendant lives or works, and you canindtthat
information out, this is your only choice of sewimethod. You must prove to the Court that yowehtaed to
locate the Defendant and cannot find him/her.

Using service by publication places special linitas on your divorce case, because the Court wilhave
“personal jurisdiction” over the Defendant. Youlwiot be able to get certain kinds of relief, sashchild support
and alimony, as part of the divorce. Howeverh& Defendant later acknowledges service, gets ddry¢he
sheriff, or files amAnswerto the divorce, then your case will no longeribgted by the restrictions that apply to
publication cases.

To serve by publication, you will need to prepand &le the following three (3) forms:
Affidavit of Diligent Search
Notice of Publicationand
Order of Publication, Return of Service, and Or&erfecting Service

In the Affidavit of Due Diligenceyou will explain to the Court the steps you taokry to find the Defendant. You
must make reasonable effort to find the Defendafire you fill out this form, which is availablerttugh the Cobb
County Law Library and has its own set of instrons. The other two forms are available throughGlezk’s
Office.

If you know you must use service by publication wlyeu prepare youtomplaint for Divorcethen you should
prepare all three above listed forms at that titdewever, if you have already filed your divorceseaand have
tried to complete service by a different method) gan still request the Court’s permission to sé@w@ublication.
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Superior Court of Cobb County

After you file the forms and if the Court grantgméssion, the judge will then sign @rder of Publication You
will need to pay the cost of publication ($80.00})tee Clerk’s Office. Thé&lotice of Publicatiorwill then be
published in the county’s official legal newspapelledThe Marietta Daily Journalfour times (usually four
weeks in a row). The Defendant will then have 69tto file arAnswerif s/he wants to contest the case.

To be on the safe side, you should also mail afsall the papers, called the “service copy,” te efendant’s last
known address. Be sure to put enough postage andtbe sure to list a return address so thgidkeoffice can
return it to you if they are unable to deliver it.

After the Notice of Publicatiorhas been published all four times, you shouldivecanAffidavit of Publication
from The Marietta Daily Journastating that publication is complete. You must@ithisAffidavit of Publication
with you to your hearing in order to prove thatvéss by publication has been completed. Usualyjtiige will
then sign th@rder Perfecting Servicgart of the three-part form listed above) athbaring, showing that the
Court has reviewed the service and finds that & d@ne properly.

If you later find out where the Defendant lives oworks (before the case is over), you should arrangehior t
Sheriff's Department to serve the Defendant ottlier Defendant to acknowledge service.

STEP 7: HEARINGS

After you have filed your case, and the Defendastleen properly served, you are ready for thestegt which is
either a temporary hearing (called a Rule Nisiherfinal hearing.

Temporary Hearing (Rule Nisi)

A temporary hearing is not required. Howeverafiy case will not be ready for a final hearing @ese you do not
have a signed agreement and do not expect to lme/eamn), there may be issues that need to beadkcida
temporary basis before the final hearing. In Hiaation, you may ask the Court to scheduRuée Nisitemporary
hearing. In a divorce without minor children, teorgry issues may include alimony, living arrangetaguase of an
automobile, or who is responsible for certain paytsavhile the divorce is pending.

To schedule &ule Nisitemporary hearing, you should completewde Nisiform which has its own separate
instructions. If you know you want a temporary ttiega when you are getting ready to file your diwase, you
can copy, sort, and file tHeule Nisiform with your other paperwork. (See steps &ntl 5 above). After your case
is filed with the Clerk’s Office, you should takeet original copy of th&ule Nisiand at least one copy to the office
of the judge assigned to your case. The judgef$will schedule a date for tHeule Nisiand fill out that part of

the Rule Nisiform

Final Hearing
o With a Signedsettlement Agreement

If you havea signedSettlement Agreemerybu may arrange to have the final hearing takeghny time at
least 31 days after the Defendant was personateddor theAcknowledgment of Serviees filed with the
Clerk). Most of the judges and other court persbiall this type of hearing an “uncontested” do@hearing.
The judges schedule them in different ways. Yawshcheck with the staff for the judge assignegidar
case to find out how that particular judge scheslthese hearings.

If the Defendant signed the form calladknowledgement of Service, Consent to JurisdigimhVenue, and
Consent to Present Caghen you are not required to give the Defendatita of the date and time of the final
hearing.
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Superior Court of Cobb County
e —

If the Defendant signed the oth&cknowledgement of Servifi@m (which does not waive the right to notice of
the hearing), then you should mail a notice toRleéendant, telling the date, time, and place offitte

hearing. Then, you should fileCertificate of Servicavith the Superior Court Clerk’s Office (showingathyou
mailed or delivered proper notice to the Defendant)

Some judges will even finalize a divorce actionhwiit any final hearing. This is through a proaesdked
“Judgment on the Pleadings.” The Cobb County Lavdry does not yet have a form motion for thispmse,
but you should check with your judge’s staff todfiout if one is required.

o Without a Signe®ettlement Agreement

If you do not have signedSettlement Agreemerthen your final hearing may take place any timieast 46
days after the Defendant was personally servethécknowledgment of Servieas filed with the Clerk). If
the service was by publication, the hearing mag fallice any time after 61 days from the date ofitee
publication. The judges schedule these final Ingarin different ways. You should check with theffsfor the
judge assigned to your case, and make sure you inelear to them that there is not a signed settiat
agreement.

Sometimes the judge’s staff will mail notice of tirearing date to both parties. However, to beherstfe side,
you should also mail a copy of the hearing noticthe Defendant. Then, you should fil€artificate of
Servicewith the Superior Court Clerk’s Office (showingathyou mailed or delivered proper notice to the
Defendant.

o Before Hearing Dates

Whether temporary or final, you must prepare y@asgecto be presented to the Court before your rgedstes.
You are your main witness. You must also gathleeioévidence (such as documents and photograpts), a
you must arrange for any other witnesses that yant v have testify at the hearing. You must plspare the
proper documents to be provided to the judge asgon after) the hearing.

For a_temporary hearingou may uséffidavitsfrom withesses, so that they do not have to testiperson.
However, there are special procedures for thie UBgform Superior Court Rule 24.5

At the final hearingAffidavitsare not proper evidence. Your witnesses (if any$ttestify in person at the
hearing.

If you have a Final Divorce Hearing set on a caselving minor children, be sure to bring one af th
following to the hearing:

(a) Settlement Agreementcompleted, signed, and notarized by both partRsssure that th8ettlement
Agreemenincludes the attachdearenting Planwhich is consistent with the provisions for vasion
contained in youSettlement AgreemerfExhibit A — Visitation Schedule).

(b) Final JudgmentaindDecree of DivorcaVith Minor Childrencompleted for the judge to review. Be
sure to attach Rarenting Plarwith yourFinal Judgmentwhich is consistent with the provisions for
visitation included in youFinal Judgment and DecregExhibit A — Visitation Schedule).

The Cobb County Law Library has materials to halp prepare for the hearings. You should alsottakk
lawyer about the hearing to learn more about hoprésent your case.
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF COBB COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

Plaintiff:
and Civil Action File No.:
Defendant:
COMPLAINT FOR DIVORCE WITHOUT MINOR CHILDREN
My name is nd |, @am representing myself in this divorce actiém.support of

my case, | state as follows:
1. Subject Matter Jurisdiction: | am the Plaintiff in this action, and:
[Check only one (1) box.]
(&) 1 have been a resident of the State of Gedogimore than six (6) months immediately prioffitmg this
action.
(b) 1'am not a resident of the State of Georgid,rhy spouse has been a resident of the Statemfyadfor at least
six (6) months immediately prior to my filing ofishaction.

2. Venue: My spouse’s hame is , and s/he is the Defendant in this action
[Check only one (1) box.]
(a) The Defendant is a resident of Cobb Countyiamsdibject to the jurisdiction of this Court.

(b) The Defendant is a resident of Georgia in County, but the Defendant aived |

together in Cobb County, and the Defendant has mlyed away from Cobb County within the past six
months before the date of my filing this action.

(c) The Defendant is a resident of Georgia in County, and | live in Cobb Couritiie

Defendant has acknowledged service of process@mkoted to the jurisdiction and venue of this €Cour
(d) The Defendant is not a resident of the Stat8exrgia, but | am a resident of Cobb County, Gegrnd:
[Check only one (1) box.]

(1) The Defendant was formerly a resident of theeSof Georgia and currently resides in
the State of . The Defendanbject to the personal
jurisdiction of the Court under Georgia’s Long ABtatute, O.C.G.A. § 9-10-91(5).

(2) The Defendant has never resided in the Staf&eofgia and currently resides in the State

of

(3) The Defendant has acknowledged service of gaad consented to the jurisdiction and

venue of this Court.
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(e) 1am aresident of Cobb County and the Defetislavhereabouts are unknown to me. | am filing Affdavit

of Due Diligencewith thisComplaint and incorporate it herein by reference.

3. Service of Process:The Defendant shall be sued as provided under OAC&9-11-4, in the following manner:
[Check only one (1) box.]
(a) The Defendant has acknowledged service of geockam filing theAcknowledgment of Serviéahich has
been signed by the Defendant) with this Complaint.
(b) The Defendant may be served by the Sheriff'pddenent at the Defendant’s residence/work addvesigh is

as follows:

(c) The Defendant resides outside of Cobb Coumty,shall therefore be served by second origingbragided
under O.C.G.A. § 9-10-72. Service shall be madthbysheriff's department of the county where the
Defendant resides.

(d) The Defendant’s whereabouts are unknown to haan filing my Affidavit of Due Diligencenith this
Complaint The Defendant shall be served by publicatioprasided under O.C.G.A. § 9-11-4(e)(1) for those
who cannot be found within the State of Georgia. tie best of my knowledge, the Defendant’s lastkn

address is as follows:

4. Date of Marriage:
[Check and complete only on (1) box.]

(a) The Defendant and | were lawfully married on

(b) The Defendant and | are married by common lavalise we lived together and held ourselves cutistsand

and wife as of whiecha date prior to January 1, 1997.

5. Date of Separation: The Defendant and | last separated on , and we have

remained in a true state of separation since thiat d
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6. Settlement Agreement:
[Check only if there is a signed agreement.]
The Defendant and | have entered in®edtlement Agreementhich we both want to incorporate into fieal
Judgment and Decree of Divorc& heSettlement Agreemehéas been signed by each of us in front of a notary

public, and | am filing th&ettlement Agreemewith the Court, together with thBomplaint

7. Minor Children:
[Check only one (1) box.]
(a) The Defendant and | do not have any minodecdii together.
(b) The Defendant and | are the parents of mihddien.
Note: STOP. If you and the Defendant have any minodcéil together, you must use a different Divorce

Complaint form. See instructions.

8. Alimony:
[Check only one (1) box.]
(&) 1am financially dependant on the Defendantmed the Court to order the Defendant to pay alyrfor my
support.
(b) 1'am not asking for alimony.
(c) The issue of alimony cannot be decided indlstson because the Court does not have persorgdijttion over

the Defendant.

9. Marital Property:
[Check only one (1) box.]
(a) The Defendant and | have already divided outtadgroperty, and we are both satisfied with txésion.
(b) The Defendant and | do not have any propergiaed during our marriage.
(c) The Defendant and | have acquired the followpngperty during our marriage, and | am askingafdair
division of this property:
[Check and complete all that apply.]

House located at

Other real estate, located at

Mobile home (model: , year: ).
Pension (mine, worth $ ; Defargjamorth $ ).

Motor vehicles listed here:

o0 Modellyear:

0 Modellyear:

0 Modellyear:
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Furniture:

o Listed here:

o0 Listed on a separate paper attached toGbisiplaint
Bank account and/or other investments:

o Listed here:

o Listed on a separate paper attached toGbisiplaint
Other property:
o Listed here:

o Listed on a separate paper attached toCbisiplaint
(d) The issue of the division of marital propergnoot be decided in this case because none ofdlpeny is in

Georgia and the Court does not have personal jatisd over the Defendant.

10. Joint or Martial Debts:
[Check and complete only one (1) box.]
(a) The Defendant and | do not have any outstanding or marital debts.
(b) The Defendant and | have the following outdiag joint or marital debt, and responsibility fmying them
should be as listed below:

Creditor Balance Who Should Pay

o0 Listed on a separate paper attached toGbisiplaint.
(c) The issue of dividing joint or martial debtscat be decided in this case because the Courtraadsgave

personal jurisdiction over the Defendant.
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11. Restraining Order Where Violence Has Occurred:
[Read instructions carefully, and check only if hggible.]
There is a history of physical violence by the Deffent towards me, and | am afraid that the Defenddhengage
in further acts of violence or harassment towardsumess the Court enters a temporary and permagstrdining

order.

12. Restore Former Name:
[Check only if applicable.]
My former name is , and | am asking the

Court to restore that name to me.

13. Grounds for Divorce: My grounds for divorce from the Defendant are:
[Check the ones that you can prove at trial.]
(a) Our marriage is irretrievably broken. The Defendant and | can no longer live togetimek there is no hope
that we will get back together.

(b) Cruel Treatment. The Defendant committed the following acts ofettueatment toward me:

(c) Adultery. The Defendant has had sexual intercourse with soenetse during our marriage.
(d) Desertion. The Defendant has intentionally and continuallgeteed me for at least a year.

(3) Other grounds from the list in O.C.G.A. § 19-5-3, as explaineddi

FOR THESE REASONS, | REQUEST THE FOLLOWING RELIEF:
[Check all that apply.]
(a) That | be granted a total divorce from the Defmnt;
(b) That theSettlement Agreemesigned by the parties be incorporated intoRimal Judgment and Decree of
Divorce
(c) That the Defendant be ordered to pay me alinfonyny support;
(d) That our marital property be divided accordiagaragraph 9;
(e) That our joint and marital debts be dividedoading to Paragraph 10;
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(H That the Defendant be temporarily and permdgeastrained from harassing me or committing acig af
violence toward me;

(g) That my former name be restored according tadgtaph 12;

(h) That a Rule Nisi be scheduled by the Courtecidke on the relief | have requested;

(i) That the Court order any and all other rellettthe Court finds appropriate;

() That the Court issue iStanding Order

Signed this day of
[day] [month] pé

(Sign your name here before Notary) Pldin@fo se

Plaintiff's Name (print or type):
Plaintiff's Address:

Plaintiff's Telephone Number:

Sworn to and affirmed before me, this
day of

NOTARY PUBLIC
My commission expires:
(Notary Seal)
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF COBB COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

Plaintiff:

and Civil Action File No.:

Defendant:

VERIFICATION

l, , palgappeared before the undersigned Notary Pultid, declare

under oath that | am a party in the above-styleéwa@nd that the facts stated in the foregddugnplaint for Divorce Without Minor

Childrenare true and correct to the best of my knowledge.

Signed this day of
[day] [month] e

(Sign your name before Notary) Plaintiff = Defendant, Pro se

Name (print or type):
Address:

Daytime Telephone Number:

Sworn to and affirmed before me, this
day of

NOTARY PUBLIC
My commission expires:
(Notary Seal)
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF COBB COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

Petitioner:
and Civil Action File No.:
Respondent:

DOMESTIC RELATIONS FINANCIAL AFFIDAVIT
(1) Your Name: Your Age:
Spouse’s Name: Spouse’s Age:
Date of Marriage: Date of Separation:

Names and birth dates of child(ren) for whom supjsoto be determined in this action:

Name Date of Birth Resides with

Names and birth dates of your other children:

Name Date of Birth Resides with

(2) SUMMARY OF YOUR INCOME AND NEEDS (fill out this part after you complete pages 2-5)

(A) Gross Monthly Income (from Item 3A below) $
(B) Net Monthly Income (from Item 3B below) $
(C) Average Monthly Expenses (Item 5A below) $
Monthly Payments to Creditors (Item 5B below) $
Total Monthly Expenses & Payments to CreditorsnfiteC below) $
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(3) (A) YOUR GROSSMONTHLY INCOME: (Complete this section or attach Child Support Seedule
A). (All income must be entered based on monthly averagardless of date of receipt. Where applicg
income should be annualized)

Salary or Wages -ATTACH COPIES OF 2 MOST RECENT WAGE STATEMENTS $

Commissions, Fees & Tips $

Income from self-employment, partnership, closgoaations and independent contracts
(gross receipts minus ordinary and necessary egparsuired to produce income) ATTACH $
SHEET ITEMIZING YOUR CALCULATIONS

Rental income (gross receipts minus ordinary and necessarynsgserequired to produce incom
ATTACH SHEET ITEMIZING YOUR CALCULATIONS

D
o

Bonuses

Overtime Payments

Severance Pay

Recurring Income from Pensions or Retirement Plans

Interest and Dividends

Trust income

Income from Annuities

Capital Gains

Social Security Disability or Retirement Benefits

Worker's Compensation Benefits

Unemployment Benefits

=220 IR = = I = - B I == I == (=2 = I R

Judgments from Personal Injury or Other Civil Cases

©

Gifts (cash or other gifts that can be convertecktsh)

©

Prizes & Lottery Winnings

Alimony and maintenance from persons not in thgeca $

Assets which are used for support of family $

Fringe Benefits (if significantly reduce living esmpses) $

Any Other IncoméDo not include means-tested public assistancéy asd@ ANF or food stamps.) $
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TOTAL Gross Monthly Income (also write in 2A on page one)

(3)(B) Net Monthly Income From Employmefateducting only state and federal taxes and
FICA) (also write in 2B on page one)
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Your Pay Period (i.e., monthly, weekly, etc.): Number of Exemptions Claimed
by You for Tax Purposes:

_—_—— -
(4) ASSETS
(List all assets herve, including both non-marital and mavrital property. If you claim or agree that all
or part of an asset is non-marital, indicate the non-marital portion under the appropriate spouse’s
column and state the amount and the basis: pre-marital, gift, inheritance, source of funds, etc. The
total value of each asset must be listed in the "value" column. "Value" means what you feel the item
of property would be warth if it were offered for sale.)

Separate Separate Basis of the Claim
Asset of Asset of (pre-marital, gift,
Description Value Husband Wife inheritance, etc.)
Cash $ $ $
Stocks, Bonds $ $ $
CD’s / Money Market Accounts $ $ $
Bank Accounts (list each account below):
(1) $ $ $
(2) $ $ $
(3) $ $ $
Retirement Pensi01.1s, 401(k), IRA or $ $ g
Profit-Sharing
Money Owed to You (or Spouse) $ $ $
Tax Refund Owed to You $ $ $
Real Estate (list properties & mortgages):
Home $ $ $
Debt owed on Home $
Other Real Estate $ $ $
Debt owed on Other Real Estate | $
Automobiles / Vehicles (list vehicles & amounts owed on each one):
(1) $ $ $
Debt owed on Vehicle (1) $
(2) $ $ $
Debt owed on Vehicle (2) $
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CHILDREN'S EXPENSES

Child Care (total monthly cost) $ Allowance
School Tuition $ Child(ren)’s Clothing
Tutoring $ Diapers
Private lessonge.g., music, dance) Medical, Dental, Prescriptior{sut-of-
$ pocket uncovered expenses)
School Supplies / Expenses $ Grooming / Hygiene
Lunch Money $ Gifts from child(ren) to others
Other Educational Expenses (list type & amount):| nteBainment
Activities (including extra-curricular,
$ school, religious, cultural, etc.)
$ Summer Camps
OTHER INSURANCE
Health Insurance $ Life Insurance
Child(ren)’s portion: $ Relationship of Beneficiary:
Dental Insurance $ Disability Insurance
Child(ren)’s portion: $ Other Insurance (specify)
Vision Insurance $
Child(ren)’s portion: $
YOUR OTHER EXPENSES
Dry Cleaning & Laundry $ Publications
Clothing $ Dues, Clubs
F'\)/cl)eciﬁaﬂr: CBS:E(; gsggﬁgégtimmﬂf' $ Religious & Charities
Your Gifts (special holidays) $ Pet expenses
Entertainment $ Alimony Paid to Former Spouse
Recreational Expensésg., fitness) $ Child Support Paid for other child(ren
Vacations $ Date of initial CS order:
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Travel Expenses for Visitation $ Other (attachethto list) $

TOTAL ABOVE MONTHLY EXPENSES (also write on first line of 2C on page one) $

(5)(B) YOUR PAYMENTS & DEBTS TO CREDITORS

Monthly (Please check one)

To Whom Balance Due P i
ayments | j5int | Husband | Wife

| BB | B | B
@h ||| B | A

$ $

Total Monthly Payments to Creditors (also write this total on line 2 of 2C on page one) | $

(5)(C)TOTAL MONTHLY EXPENSES (Total Expenses from final line on page 5 + Totdl
Monthly Payments to Creditors above) (also writs thtal on line 3 of 2C on page one) 61 $

(Sign your name before Notary) Petitioner Responden®ro se

Name (print or type):
Address:

Daytime Telephone Number:

Sworn to and affirmed before me, this
day of

NOTARY PUBLIC
My commission expires:
(Notary Seal)

“Divorce Without Minor Children Packet” Page 28 of 64
Provided by the Superior Court of Cobb County. rev 5. 10/2014




IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF COBB COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

Plaintiff:

and Civil Action File No.:

Defendant:

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF SERVICE, CONSENT TO JURISDICTION AND VENUE,
AND CONSENT TO PRESENT CASE

| am the Defendant in this case. | hereby ackndgéethat | have received a copy of @@mplaint for Divorceand | hereby
waive formal process, and consent to both jurigshichnd venue in the State of Georgia, SuperiorGafuCobb County.

So long as any judgment in this action incorparéiteSettlement Agreemehhave signed, then | waive further notice, my
right to trial, and if | am on active duty in therAed Forces, | also waive my rights under the $erMembers Civil Relief Act, 50
U.S.C. App. 8§ 501, et seq. | give my consentfier Court to hear this matter as soon as possiteetafrty-one days.

Should further notice be required for any reasloen notice should be mailed to me at the addrelsswb

(Sign your name here before Notary) DefendantPro se

Defendant’s Name (print or type):
Defendant’s Address:

Defendant’s Telephone Number:

Sworn to and affirmed before me, this
day of

NOTARY PUBLIC
My commission expires:
(Notary Seal)
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF COBB COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

Plaintiff:

and

Defendant:

Civil Action File No.:

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF SERVICE

| am the Defendant in this case. | hereby ackndgéethat | have received a copy of @@mplaint for Divorceand the

following other documents:

| waive formal process, but | do not waive furthetice, or my right to raise any defenses | mayetia this action. Should

further notice be required for any reason, theceoshould be mailed to me at the address below.

Sworn to and affirmed before me, this
day of

NOTARY PUBLIC
My commission expires:
(Notary Seal)

(Sign your name here before Notary) DefendantPro se

Defendant’s Name (print or type):
Defendant’s Address:

Defendant’s Telephone Number:
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF COBB COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

Plaintiff:

and Civil Action File No.:

Defendant:

AFFIDAVIT OF DILIGENT SEARCH
| am the Plaintiff in this case. | am filing thAdfidavit of Diligent Searclunder O.C.G.A. § 9-11-4(f)(1)(A). | hereby swear
or affirm, before a notary public, that the followgiinformation is true and correct:
1
A diligent search has been made, and the Deferdamot be found within the State of Georgia. hdbknow where the
Defendant lives or where the Defendant can be found
2

The last known address and telephone number | foatbe Defendant is as follows:

To the best of my knowledge, the Defendant sti#ld at that address, as of

but no longer lives there.

I have made the following efforts to find the Dedant:
() | checked with the Defendant’s friends, rekasivemployers, landlords, or other parties | hasted below:

(1) Name of Person Contacted:

Contact’s Relationship with Defendant:

Contact’s Address and Phone Number:

Date | contacted this person:
Results of Contact/ What They Told Me:
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(2)

3)

(4)

Name of Person Contacted:

Contact’s Relationship with Defendant:

Contact’s Address and Phone Number:

Date | contacted this person:

Results of Contact/ What They Told Me:

Name of Person Contacted:

Contact’s Relationship with Defendant:

Contact’s Address and Phone Number:

Date | contacted this person:

Results of Contact/ What They Told Me:

Name of Person Contacted:

Contact’s Relationship with Defendant:

Contact’s Address and Phone Number:

Date | contacted this person:

Results of Contact/ What They Told Me:

(b) 1 checked telephone information and directqrégsl the following were the results:
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(c) 1 asked the sheriff to attempt service at tldelddant’s[Check only one (1) box.]
last know residence/ last known place of employment, which was at tilWwing address:

(d) I made the following other efforts, with thesgebed results:

(Sign your name here before Notary) Pldingfo se

Plaintiff's Name (print or type):
Plaintiff's Address:

Plaintiff's Telephone Number:

Sworn to and affirmed before me, this
day of

NOTARY PUBLIC
My commission expires:
(Notary Seal)
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF COBB COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

Plaintiff:
and Civil Action File No.:
Defendant:
NOTICE OF FILING PETITION FOR
[Write in name of Petition.]
To [Write in Defendant’s name.]

Pursuant to a@rder for Publicationsigned by the Honorable [Enter name of judge signing
the Order for Service by Publicatioroh [Enter date judge signed Order for Publicationypu
are hereby notified thatRetition for [Enter name of Petition.has been filed in the Superior Court
of Cobb County, Georgia, Case No. , on
[Enter date Petition was filed4 Petition which seeks to [Enter
purpose of Petition, i.e., obtain a divorce, changeaor child’s name from to , etc.]

Generally, théPetition alleges that

[Input basic allegations of Petition, i.e., Plaifitis seeking a divorce from you, Plaintiff is sagkto change minor child’'s name from
_ to etc]
You may obtain a copy of thRetitionfrom the Clerk of Superior Court of Cobb Countycdted at 70 Haynes Street,
Marietta, Georgia, 30090 or (770) 528-1300.
After you review thePetition, you must file your written answer and objectitmshePetition with the Clerk of Superior

Court. You must also serve a copy of your answenuhe Plaintiff, whose address is as follows:

Your answer must be made within sixty (60) daythefdate of th©rder for Service by Publication

Signed this day of
[day] [month] pé

CLERK, Superior Court of Cobb County

Prepared and Presented by:

[Sign.] Plaintiff, Pro se
Plaintiff's Name (print or type):
Plaintiff's Address:

Plaintiff's Telephone Number:
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF COBB COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

Plaintiff:
and Civil Action File No.:
Defendant:
ORDER FOR SERVICE BY PUBLICATION
The above-style®etition for [Enter name of Petition,]having been read

and considered; and it appeared that the Defenslantlonger residing in the State of Georgia; trad his/her actual, physical
address cannot be determined after due diligence;
IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that the Defendant shalsbrved by publication of summons as providedaby |

SO ORDERED this day of
[day] [month] yefar]

JUDGE, Superior Court
Cobb Judicial Circuit

Prepared and Presented by:

[Sign.] Plaintiff, Pro se

Plaintiff's Name (print or type):
Plaintiff's Address:

Plaintiff's Telephone Number:
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF COBB COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

Plaintiff:
and Civil Action File No.:
Defendant:
SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT WITHOUT MINOR CHILDREN
This is an agreement between (referred to herein as “Wife”) and

(referrbdrin as “Husband”). The parties are marriecebaitcurrently separated;

and they no minor children together.
The parties want to settle between themselvegualttions of alimony, division of property, debtsl all other rights and

obligations arising out of their marital relatiofish
THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual promised declarations in thisgreementthe parties agree as follows:
1. Separation
The parties shall continue to live apart and eawhshall be free from all interference and corttgothe other, as fully as if

unmarried, and each may reside at such places as $he may choose.

2. Alimony
[Check and complete only one (1) of the followihgices.]
(&) The shall payeto th as alimony, the $um o
Dollars ($ ) monthly/ semi-monthly/ bi-weekly/
weekly, beginning on nd cantinuing monthly/ semi-monthly/ bi-weekly/

weekly thereafter,
(1) until the recipient remarries or dies.

(2) for a period of

(b) Each party expressly waives the right to ree@imony from the other party.

3. Property Division
[Check and complete only one (1) of the followihgices.]
(&) The parties acknowledge that they have alreaatye a division of their marital property, inclugiany real estate,
vehicles, household furniture, furnishings, housglgmods, equipment, bank accounts, pensions dret personal
property. Neither party shall claim any of thepecty in the possession of the other party asefitite of signing

this agreement.
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(b) The parties acknowledge that they possessuariems of martial property, which shall be divddes provided in
this Settlement AgreemenThe parties agree to transfer possession dedditheir property as follows:

(1) Martial Home- The martial home of the parties, located afdHewing address:

Shall be conveyed to the in fee simple. The legal description of the

property appears on the deed, a copy of whichagslaéd to thiSettlement AgreemenThe

shall be responsibhdlftaxes, assessments, and mortgage loan

payments on the home after the date or

(A) The shall havetegied interest in the home in the amount of

Dollars ($ ). _Upon the sale or transfer of the

home, the protected interest shall be paid.

(B) The shall immegtiasgin making reasonable efforts to

refinance the outstanding mortgage(s) on the néitae, so that the

shall no longer bkel@mibthe mortgage loan(s). If the

is not able to refaagc , 20 , the

home shall then be listed for sale at a reasormaiile, and all reasonable offers to purchase the
home shall be accepted.

(2) Vehicles- The vehicles owned by the parties shall be feared or retained as follows:

Year/Make/Model of Vehicle Vehicle ID # (VIN) Goes To

The party listed above for each vehicle shall lspoasible for all car loan payments, ad veloreragax
registration fees, and insurance on that vehiateusitg after the following date:
, 20

(3) Other Personal ProperyThe parties acknowledge that they own variobsrotems of personal property,

which shall be transferred to the party listed taglon or before , 20

To the wife, as follows:
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To the husband, as follows:

Except as otherwise specifically provided in thgreementthe transfers listed above shall be

completed no later than 20 , , and each party shall execute all

documents necessary to promptly complete the ganslpon the failure of either party to tiigreement
this Agreemenshall constitute and operate as the properly égdadocument. The county auditor, count
recorder, Department of Motor Vehicles, and alleotbublic and private officials are authorized and
directed to accept thisgreemenbr a properly certified copy of it in lieu of tllecument regularly
required for the conveyance or transfer.

Except as provided in thgreementthe parties have divided their martial propeirig/uding
any real estate, vehicles, household furnitureyiginings, household goods, equipment, bank accounts
pensions, and other personal property. Neithdy@dall claim any of the property in the possassibthe

other party as of the date of signing tAgreementexcepted as provided in thAgrreement

4. Debts
[Check and complete only one (1) of the followihgices.]
(a) The parties acknowledge that they have no andabg joint or martial debts.

(b) The responsibility for payment of the partigght and martial debts shall be as follows:

Creditor Amount Responsible Party

The responsible party listed above for each deddt bbld the other party harmless for any colleasi@on that debt.
If legal action is brought against the other pamtyecover that debt, the responsible party ageaslemnify or
hold the other party harmless and, in additiorpap all attorney’s fees and costs of collectionahitthe other party

may incur as a result of the legal action.
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5. Tax and Bankruptcy Construction of this Agreemen
The parties acknowledge that the equitable dimisibmarital property and they payment of maritad goint debts, if
provided in thisAgreementshall not be deductible nor taxable for incomegarposes. Each party also acknowledges thafpbut
the payments provided her, the other party’s firgnodependence would be impaired. Thereforis, tihe parties’ intention that if
either party ever seeks bankruptcy protectionatheunts payable under tigreemenshall not be dischargeable in bankruptcy
under 11 U.S.C. § 523(a)(5), as the payments ateeinature of spousal or child support and maariea. Alternatively, the
payments shall be non-dischargeable in bankruptdegull U.S.C. 8 523(a)(15).

6. Mutual Restraining Order
[This paragraph is optional. Check the box if fre¢agraph is applicable to your situation.]
The parties shall be permanently restrained ajalrestd from assaulting, beating, wounding, threggnharassing, and
stalking each other. By consenting to this, theigain no way admit that such acts were ever dotiee past, but agree not to

engage in such acts in the future. This provisioall be enforceable by the Court’s contempt power.

7. Voluntariness of Agreement
The parties acknowledge that they have enteredhm@dgreemenfreely and voluntarily, and that it is not theukof any
duress or any undue influence. We have agreedtév mto thisAgreemenbased on their knowledge of the income and as$é¢te
parties and their written statement in tAgreement After considering all of this, we have deicecetder into thisAgreemenfreely

and voluntarily.

8. Completeness of Agreement
This Agreementonstitutes the entire understanding of the partiehere are no representations or promises titharthose
expressly included in thisgreement Each party hereby states under oath that tl@dial representations in ttAgreemenare

accurate and complete, to the best of that pairtfcsmation, knowledge, and belief.

9. Effect of Divorce
Both parties understand that tihigreementloes not require them to continue to live sepbrateto proceed with an action
for divorce. However, if either party brings orimtains an action for divorce, tidsggreemenshall be presented to the Court and
incorporated by reference into any judgment coringrthe matters covered by tAgreement Even if it becomes part of a divorce

judgment, thisAgreemenshall survive and can be enforced independentiy fthe judgment of divorce.

Wife Husband

Sworn to and affirmed before me, this Swornrtd affirmed before me, this
day of . day of

NOTARY PUBLIC NOTARY PUBLIC

My commission expires: My commis®gpires:

(Notary Seal) (Notary Seal)
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF COBB COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

Petitioner:

and Civil Action File No.:

Respondent:

FINAL JUDGMENT AND DECREE OF DIVORCE WITHOUT MINOR CHILDREN
(INCORPORATING SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT)

Upon consideration of this case, upon evidence #tduras provided by law, it is the judgment ofthlourt that a total
divorce be granted between the parties to this. case hereby ordered that the marriage conteatéred into between the parties is
hereby set aside from this date, and fully disshlvElaintiff and Defendant in the future shalllsdd and considered as separate and
distinct persons, altogether unconnected by antiadumion or civil contract whatsoever, and bdtlals have the right to remarry.

THE COURT FURTHER ORDERS THAT:

1. Settlement Agreement
The Settlement Agreememiade between the parties dated is hereby appanadiade a part of thignal Judgmenas if

fully set forth here. Both parties are orderedttictly obey all of its terms.

2. Restoration of Name

The Wife's former name shall be restored.

3. Continuing Garnishment
Whenever, in violation of the terms of this Judunty there shall have been a failure to make thpat payments, so that
the amount unpaid is equal to or greater than th@uat payable for one month, the payments requgdet made may also be

collected by the process of continuing garnishni@nsupport.

The Court has reviewed the foregoffigal Judgment and Decreand it is hereby made the order of this Court.

This Order entered on day of , 20

Judge, Superior Court
Cobb Judicial Circuit
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF COBB COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

Petitioner:
and Civil Action File No.:
Respondent:
FINAL JUDGMENT AND DECREE OF DIVORCE WITHOUT MINOR CHILDREN
(WITHOUT SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT)
This action came before the Court for trial on , 20 . The Plaintggapadpro se

The Defendant also appeared/ did not appear. The Court heard the evidenceideresl in the matter.

Upon consideration of this case, upon evidencensitdd as provided by law, it is the judgment a§tBourt that a total
divorce be granted between the parties to this. case hereby ordered that the marriage conteatéred into between the parties is
hereby set aside from this date, and fully dissihlvelaintiff and Defendant in the future shallledd and considered as separate and
distinct persons, altogether unconnected by anyiadumion or civil contract whatsoever, and batlals have the right to remarry.

THE COURT HEREBY FINDS THAT the parties have naoni children.

THE COURT HEREBY ORDERS THE FOLLOWING:

1. Alimony
[Check and complete only one (1) of the followihgices.]
(&) The issue is not addressed in #isal Judgmenteither because the Court lacks personal jurisdiciver the

Defendant, or because neither party has askeddhd @ address the issue of alimony in this action

(b) The shall palyeto t as alimony, theofum
dollars ($ ) per month, beginning on
, 20 , and continuinghhpothereafter:

(1) until the recipient remarries or dies.

(2) for a period of

(c) Neither party is entitled to receive alimongrh the other party.

2. Income Deduction Order
(@ Nolncome Deduction Ordeshall be entered because the Court does not leasenal jurisdiction over the
Defendant, or because no alimony was ordered.
(b) Anincome Deduction Ordeshall be entered by the Court, under O.C.G.A. $-B2, for payment of the alimony
provided in thisludgment Thelncome Deduction Ordeshall take effect:

(1) immediately.
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(2) upon accrual of a delinquency equal to onethisrsupport. Théncome Deduction Ordenay be
enforced by serving a “Notice of Delinquency,” asypded in O.C.G.A. § 19-6-32(f).

(c) The parties have agreed in writing thadramome Deduction Ordds not immediately necessary.
3. Property Division
[Check and complete only one (1) of the followihgices.]
(&) This issue is not addressed because the Coestribt have personal jurisdiction over the Defahda
(b) The parties have already made a division df tharital property, including any real estate, ieéds, household
furniture, furnishings, household goods, equipmeaibk accounts, pensions, and other personal gyopeeither
party shall claim any of the property in the posgesof the other property as of the date of Eiigal Judgment
(c) The parties possess various items of marigbgunty, which shall be divided as provided in fhisal Judgment
The parties shall transfer possession and titthegw property as follows:
(1) Marital Home- The martial home of the parties, located afdéhewing address:
, which
has the following legal description on the deeth®property:
shatinveyed to the
in fee simple. The shall be
responsible for all taxes, assessments, and merigag payments on the home after the date of
, 20
(A) The shall haveradgainst the home in the amount of
dollars ($_____ ). Upon the sale or transfer
of the home, the lien shall be paid.
(B) The shall immelgidiegin making reasonable efforts to
refinance the outstanding mortgage(s) on the néitae, so that the
shall no longer bkel@mibthe mortgage loan(s). If the
is not able to refaagc ,
20 , the home shall then be listed for daderaasonable price, and all reasonable
offers to purchase the home shall be acceptedsoitl
(2) Mobile Home- The parties’ mobile home, which is described as , With
Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) of shall be transferred to the
. The shall be responsible for all
loan payments on the mobile home after the date of , 20
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(3) Vehicles- The vehicles owned by the parties shall be tearesd or retained as follows:

Year/Make/Model of Vehicle Vehicle ID # (VIN) Goes To

(4) Other Personal PropertyThe parties own various other items of perspngperty, which shall be

transferred to the party listed below, on or before , 20

To the wife, as follows:

To the husband, as follows:

Except as otherwise specifically provided in hgreementthe transfers listed above shall be

completed no later than 20 , , and each party shall execute all

documents necessary to promptly complete the gangfpon the failure of either party to executd an
deliver any deed or other document necessary t@letenthe transfers required by this Agreemens, thi
Agreemenshall constitute and operate as the properly égdadocument. The county auditor, county
recorder, Department of Motor Vehicles, and alleothublic and private officials are authorized and
directed to accept thisgreemenbr a properly certified copy of it in lieu of tllecument regularly
required for the conveyance or transfer.

Except as provided in thgreementthe parties have divided their martial propeirigjuding
any real estate, vehicles, household furniturgyisinings, household goods, equipment, bank accounts
pensions, and other personal property. Neithey ghall claim any of the property in the possassib

the other party as of the date of signing thigeementexcepted as provided in thAgreement
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4. Debts
[Check and complete only one (1) of the followihgices.]
(@) Thisissue is not addressed in firsal Judgmenbecause the Court does not have personal juiisdioter the
Defendant.
(b) The parties have no outstanding joint or mbdédbts.
(c) The responsibility for payment of the partigsht and martial debts shall be as follows:

Creditor Amount Responsible Party

The responsible party listed above for each deddt bbld the other party harmless for any colleasi@on that debt.
If legal action is brought against the other pamtyecover that debt, the responsible party ageaslemnify or
hold the other party harmless and, in additiorpap all attorney’s fees and costs of collectionahitthe other party

may incur as a result of the legal action.

5. Bankruptcy Construction of this Judgment
The Court finds that, but for the payments anddiens provided in thiginal Judgmentthe receiving party’s financial
independence would be impaired. Therefore, hésGourt’s intention that if either party ever seblnkruptcy protection, the
amounts payable under tigireemenshould not be dischargeable in a bankruptcy ubdléd.S.C. § 523(a)(5), as the payments are
in the nature of spousal support and maintenaAtternatively, the payments should be non-dischalfgin bankruptcy under 11
U.S.C. 8 523(a)(15).

6. Restraining Order
[Check and complete only one (1) of the followihgices.]
(a) No permanent restraining order is enteredimabtion.
(b) The shall be pemtigrrestrained and enjoined from assaulting,ibgatvounding,

threatening, harassing, and stalking the . This provision shall be enfalsteby the Court’s

contempt power.

7. Restoration of Name

The Wife’s former name of shall be restored.
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8. Other Special Provision

The Court has reviewed the foregolfigal Judgment and Decreand it is hereby made the order of this Court.

This Order entered on day of , 20

Judge, Superior Court
Cobb Judicial Circuit
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF COBB COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

Petitioner:
and Civil Action File No.:
Respondent:
RULE NISI

This action has been filed. Therefore, let theipsiappear before the Honorable Judge of the
Superior Court of Cobb County, Cobb Judicial CiténiCourtroom , in the Superior Ca&uwitding, 70 Haynes
Street, Marietta, Georgia on , 20 at o'clock _. tashow cause why
the relief sought should not be granted.

Issued on , 20

JUDGE/CLERK

Superior Court of Cobb County
Cobb Judicial Circuit

Presented by:

Petitioner Respondent Pro se
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF COBB COUNTY

STATE OF GEORGIA

Petitioner:
and Civil Action File No.:
Respondent:
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
This document certifies that on , 20 , | sent copies of the following doeuts:

to the opposirty ipy

first class mail/ certified mail and return receipt was requested.

The documents were addressed as follows:

Signed this day of

[day] [month] e

(Sign your name before Notary) Petitioner

Responden®ro se

Name (print or type):
Address:

Daytime Telephone Number:

Sworn to and affirmed before me, this
day of

NOTARY PUBLIC
My commission expires:
(Notary Seal)
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF COBB COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

Petitioner:

and Civil Action File No.:

Respondent:

SUMMONS

TO THE ABOVE NAMED DEFENDANT:
You are hereby summoned and required to file thiehClerk of said court and serve upon the Pldjitifiose name and

address is:

an answer to th€omplaintwhich is herewith served upon you, within 30 daftsr service of thiSummonsipon you, exclusive of
the day of service. If you fail to do so, judgmbgtdefault will be taken against you for the reiemanded in th€omplaint
If a hearing has already been scheduled in this,g@ou must appear at that scheduled hearing;diega of whether the

30 days for filing an answer has elapsed.

This day of , 20

REBECCA KEATON,

Clerk of Superior Court

By
Clerk
To Defendant upon whom thigetitionis served:
This copy ofComplaintand Summonwas served upon you, 0 ,2
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF CoBB COUNTY

STATE OF GEORGIA

PLAINTIFF,
CiviL AcTION FILE NUMBER
VERSUS
DEFENDANT.
DEFENDANT'S ANSWER TO PLAINTIFE 'S
COMPLAINT FOR DIVORCE (WITHOUT MINOR CHILDREN )
My name is , and | am representing mysdtfis divorce action. In support of my case, |

statethe following:

Defendant (CIRCLE ONE:

Plaintiff's Complaint for Divorce.

Defendant (CIRCLE ONE:

Plaintiffs Complaint for Divorce.

Defendant (CIRCLE ONE:

Plaintiff's Complaint for Divorce.

Defendant (CIRCLE ONE:

Plaintiffs Complaint for Divorce.

1.
ADMITS OR DENIES) the

2.

ADMITS OR DENIES) the

3.

ADMITS OR DENIES) the

4.

ADMITS OR DENIES) the

al&igns

aliigns

aliigns

aliigns

contained

contained

contained

contained

in

in

in

in

Paragraph 1

Paragraph 2

Paragraph 3

Paragraph 4
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5.

Defendant (CIRCLE ONE: ADMITS OR DENIES) the alléigas contained in Paragraph 5 of
Plaintiffs Complaint for Divorce.
6.

Defendant (CIRCLE ONE: ADMITS OR DENIES) the allégas contained in Paragraph 6 of
Plaintiff's Complaint for Divorce.
1.
Defendant (CIRCLE ONE: ADMITS OR DENIES) the algigns contained in Paragraph 7 of

Plaintiff's Complaint for Divorce.

8.

Defendant (CIRCLE ONE: ADMITS OR DENIES) the alléigas contained in Paragraph 8 of

Plaintiffs Complaint for Divorce.

9.

Defendant (CIRCLE ONE: ADMITS OR DENIES) the allégas contained in Paragraph 9 of

Plaintiffs Complaint for Divorce.

10.

Defendant (CIRCLE ONE: ADMITS OR DENIES) the alléigas contained in Paragraph 10 of

Plaintiff's Complaint for Divorce.

11.

Defendant (CIRCLE ONE: ADMITS OR DENIES) the alléigas contained in Paragraph 11 of

Plaintiff's Complaint for Divorce.
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12.

Defendant (CIRCLE ONE: ADMITS OR DENIES) the alléigas contained in Paragraph 12 of
Plaintiffs Complaint for Divorce.

13.

Defendant (CIRCLE ONE: ADMITS OR DENIES) the alléigas contained in Paragraph 13 of
Plaintiffs Complaint for Divorce.

Signed this day of 20

(Sign your name here before notary) Defendard,Se

Defendant’'s Name (Print or Type):

Defendant’s Address:

Defendant’s Telephone Number:

Sworn to and affirmed before me
this day of , 20

NOTARY PUBLIC
My Commission Expires:
(Notary Seal)
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF CoBB COUNTY

STATE OF GEORGIA

PLAINTIFF,
CiviL AcTION FILE NUMBER
VERSUS
DEFENDANT.
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
This document certifies that on , 20, | sent copies of the following documents:

ANSWER TO PLAINTIFF'S COMPLAINT FOR DIVORCE
(WITHOUT MINOR CHILDREN)

to the opposing party by: (CHOOSE ONE: first classl OR certified mail and return receipt was resjad).
The documents were addressed as follows:

Signed this day of 20

(Sign your name here before notary) Defendard,Se
Defendant’'s Name (Print or Type):

Defendant’s Address:

Defendant’s Telephone Number:

Sworn to and affirmed before me
this day of , 20

NOTARY PUBLIC
My Commission Expires:
(Notary Seal)
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR FILING AN ANSWER AND COUNTERCLAIM FOR
DIVORCE WITHOUT MINOR CHILDREN

This packet contains forms for people whose spbasdiled for a divorce against them. The packet is
for those who wish to file an Answer and Countengléor Divorce, and who do not have minor children
together with their spouséf you and your spouse do have minor children togéter, you should not use
this form packet. Instead, use the packet called “Answer and Codlaten for Divorce With Minor Children”.

In the State of Georgia, if a spouse wants to emduaiage, he or she must fil&Camplaint for Divorce
in the Superior Court. The Defendant in the casesimably you) must file an answer to that Complair
Divorce. If the Defendant would also like to requedief from the court, such as alimony or propehte or she
must also file a counterclaim.

There are two options available to you for respogdo a Complaint for Divorce: (1) you can hire a
lawyer who will prepare your paperwork and représ®eu in court, or (2) you can use the forms ineldidh
this packet and represent yourself in court. Adteourt grants your divorce and issuésraal Judgment and
Decree of Divorcgyou will be legally able to remarry.

It is advisable to speak with a lawyer before glisny action with the Court; this divorce is no epiton
to that rule. There are often more issues involaealdivorce than you might realize if you faildet legal
advice. However, you may want to review the formthis packet before you talk to a lawyer, so gt will
be able to make the best use of your time witHdinger.

YOU MAY ESPECIALLY NEED AN ATTORNEY IF:

The case is contested OR an attorney representsgouse.

You or your children are victims of family violenegainst you by your spouse.

You and your spouse have a house, pension, or é&ngeint of property or income to be divided.
You think you may have difficulty getting financimformation from your spouse.

Whether your case is contested or uncontested, yshould speak with a lawyer before signing a
Settlement Agreemerdr filing any other documents with the Court.

State law, O.C.G.A. § 15-19-51, prohibits courtspenel (including staff attorneys, law clerks, calar
clerks, Clerk’s Office staff, and Sheriff's Depagnt staff) from giving legal advice or answeringdé
guestions. This rule also applies to the Cobb Goluaw Library.

Dissolution of a marriage can be a very complicaextess. If documents are not completed, signed,
notarized and filed as prescribed by law, or thve@ie pleadings are not in compliance with the layydge
cannot grant your request for divorce, and may gisiyour case. If you want a court to grant yowodie and
the relief that you have requestgdy must complete each and every paragraph in thigacket that applies
to your case (but not any paragraph that does notgply to your case).When you are ready to file your
Answer and Counterclaim for Divorce without Minohi@ren, you must file it with the clerk for the [garior
Court of Cobb County and mail a copy to your spdase/our spouse’s attorney if he or she has one).
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Please keep in mind that you may need to subimérdorms to the Court in addition to this packet
either initially or as your case progresses, sigch Bomestic Relations Financial Affidavit. The Gabounty
Law Library offers many of these sample forms aaduinents.

HEARINGS

After you have filed your Answer and Counterclayoy are ready for the next step, which is either a
temporary hearing (called a Rule Nisi) or the finaaring.

Temporary Hearing (Rule Nisi)

A temporary hearing is not required. However,atiycase will not be ready for a final hearing
(because you do not have a sigsattlement Agreemeand do not expect to have one soon), there may
be issues that need to be decided on a temporaiy lbefore the final hearing. In that situatiooyy

may ask the Court to schedul®ale Nisitemporary hearing. In a divorce without minoridten,
temporary issues may include alimony, living aremgnts, use of an automobile, or who is responsible
for certain payments while the divorce is pending.

To schedule &ule Nisitemporary hearing, you should completewde Nisiform which has its own
separate instructions. If you know you want a terapy hearing when you are getting ready to filaryo
Answer and Counterclaim for Divorce, you can cagoyt, and file thékule Nisiform with your other
paperwork. You should take the original copy @Rule Nisiand at least one copy to the office of the
judge assigned to your case. The judge’s staffsegiledule a date for thRule Nisiand fill out that part
of theRule Nisiform.

Final Hearing
0 With a Signedsettlement Agreement

If you havea signedSettlement Agreemeryou may arrange to have the final hearing takeghny
time at least 31 days after you were personallyezefor theAcknowledgment of Servieeas filed
with the Clerk). Most of the judges and other ¢qarsonnel call this type of hearing an
“uncontested” divorce hearing. The judges schethden in different ways. You should check with
the staff for the judge assigned to your casena @iut how that particular judge schedules these
hearings.

0 Without a Signe®ettlement Agreement
If you do not have signedsettlement Agreemerthen your final hearing may take place any time a

least 46 days after you were personally serveth@hcknowledgment of Servieas filed with the
Clerk). The judges schedule these final hearinghfferent ways. You should

check with the staff for the judge assigned to yeage, and make sure you make it clear to them that
there is not a signesettlement Agreement
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Sometimes the judge’s staff will mail notice of tearing date to both parties. However, to be on
the safe side, you should also mail a copy of #erihg notice to the Plaintiff. Then, you should f

a Certificate of Servicavith the Superior Court Clerk’s Office (showingttyou mailed or delivered
proper notice to the Plaintiff).

o0 Before Hearing Dates

Whether temporary or final, you must prepare y@secto be presented to the Court before your
hearing dates. You are your main witness. Youtrals® gather other evidence (such as documents
and photographs), and you must arrange for any otitieesses that you want to have testify at the
hearing. You must also prepare the proper docwsrtertie provided to the judge at (or soon after)
the hearing.

For a_temporary hearingou may usdffidavitsfrom witnesses, so that they do not have to testif
person. However, there are special procedurethifar SedJniform Superior Court Rule 24.5

At the final hearingAffidavitsare not proper evidence. Your witnesses (if any$tntestify in
person at the hearing.

The Cobb County Law Library has materials to hedp prepare for the hearings. You should also
talk to a lawyer about the hearing to learn mom@ualhow to present your case.
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF CoBB COUNTY

PLAINTIFF,

VERSUS

DEFENDANT.

STATE OF GEORGIA

CiviL ACTION FILE NUMBER

DEFENDANT’SANSWER TO PLAINTIFE 'S COMPLAINT FOR DIVORCE (WITHOUT MINOR CHILDREN ) AND

My name is

COUNTERCLAIM FOR DIVORCE

support of my case, | stattee following:

Defendant (CIRCLE ONE:

Complaint for Divorce.

Defendant (CIRCLE ONE:

Complaint for Divorce.

Defendant (CIRCLE ONE:

Complaint for Divorce.

Defendant (CIRCLE ONE:

Complaint for Divorce.

Defendant (CIRCLE ONE:

Complaint for Divorce.

Defendant (CIRCLE ONE:

Complaint for Divorce.

ADMITS OR

ADMITS OR

ADMITS OR

ADMITS OR

ADMITS OR

ADMITS OR

1.
DENIES) the

2.

DENIES) the

3.

DENIES) the

4.

DENIES) the

5.

DENIES) the

6.

DENIES) the

alkigns

aleipns

alkigns

alipns

alkipns

alldigas

contained

contained

contained

contained

contained

contained

in

in

in

in

in

Paragraph 1

Paragraph 2

Paragraph 3

Paragraph 4

Paragraph 5

in Paragraph 6

| amd representing myself in this divorce action. In

of Plaintiff's

of Plaintiff's

of Plaintiff's

of Plaintiff's

of Plaintiff's

of Plaintiff's
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Defendant (CIRCLE

Complaint for Divorce.

Defendant (CIRCLE

Complaint for Divorce.

Defendant (CIRCLE

Complaint for Divorce.

Defendant (CIRCLE

Complaint for Divorce.

Defendant (CIRCLE

Complaint for Divorce.

Defendant (CIRCLE

Complaint for Divorce.

Defendant (CIRCLE

Complaint for Divorce.

Defendant (CIRCLE

Complaint for Divorce.

Defendant (CIRCLE

Complaint for Divorce.

ONE:

ONE:

ONE:

ONE:

ONE:

ONE:

ONE:

ONE:

ONE:

7.

ADMITS OR DENIES) the allégns contained in Paragraph 7

ADMITS

ADMITS

ADMITS

ADMITS

ADMITS

ADMITS

ADMITS

ADMITS

OR

OR

OR

OR

OR

OR

OR

OR

8.

DENIES) the alléigas contained in Paragraph 8

9.

DENIES) the alléigas contained in Paragraph 9

10.

DENIES) the

11.

DENIES) the

12.

DENIES) the

13.
DENIES) the

14.

DENIES) the

15.

DENIES) the

alldigas

alléigas

alldigas

alléigas

alldigas

alléigas

contained

contained

contained

contained

contained

contained

(Attach additional pages if necessary)

in

in

in

in

in

in

Paragraph 10

Paragraph 11

Paragraph 12

Paragraph 13

Paragraph 14

Paragraph 15

of Plaintiff's

of Plaintiff's

of Plaintiff's

of Plaintiff's

of Plaintiff's

of Plaintiff's

of Plaintiff's

Plaintiff's

of

of Plaintiff's
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COUNTERCLAIM FOR DIVORCE
14. Subject Matter Jurisdiction and Venue: This Court has jurisdiction over the subject ma#nd parties in
this action, and venue is proper in this Court.
15. Date of Marriage:
[Check and complete only one (1) box.]
(a) The Plaintiff and | were lawfully married on

(b) The Plaintiff and | are married by common la@cause we lived together and held ourselves
out as husband and wife as of which was a date prior to
January 1, 1997.

16. Date of Separation: The Plaintiff and | last separated on

, andwveerbmained in a true state of separation since

that date.
17.  Settlement Agreement:
[Check only if there is a signed agreement.]

The Plaintiff and | have entered int&attlement Agreementhich we both want to
incorporate into th&inal Judgment and Decree of Divorc&heSettlement Agreemehnas been
signed by each of us in front of a notary publicd dam filing theSettlement Agreemewith
the Court.

18.  Minor Children:
[If there are minor children, you need to use detént form. See instructions.]
The Plaintiff and | do not have any minor childtegether.
19.  Alimony:
[Check only one (1) box.]
(a) I am financially dependent on the Plaintiff areed the Court to order the Plaintiff to pay
alimony for my support.
(b) 1 am not asking for alimony.
20.  Marital Property:
[Check only one (1) box.]
(a) The Plaintiff and | have already divided ourrita property, and we are both satisfied with
the division.

(b) The Plaintiff and |1 do not have any propertguiced during our marriage.
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(c) The Plaintiff and | have acquired the followipgperty during our marriage, and | am
asking for a fair division of this property:
[Check and complete all that apply.]

House located at

Other real estate, located at

Mobile home (model: , year:

).

Pension (mine, worth $ ; Plaistiffiorth $

Motor vehicles listed here:

o0 Modellyear:

0 Modellyear:

o0 Modellyear:

Furniture:

o Listed here:

o Listed on a separate paper attached.
Bank account and/or other investments:

o Listed here:

o Listed on a separate paper attached.

Other property:
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o Listed here:

o Listed on a separate paper attached.
21.  Joint or Martial Debts:
[Check and complete only one (1) box.]
(a) The Plaintiff and I do not have any outstandoigt or marital debts.
(b) The Plaintiff and | have the following outsthng joint or marital debts, and responsibility
for paying them should be as listed below:
Creditor Balance Who Should Pay

22.  Restraining Order Where Violence Has Occurred:
[Read instructions carefully, and check only if bggble.]
There is a history of physical violence by the Ri#i toward me, and | am afraid that the
Plaintiff will engage in further acts of violence lmarassment toward me unless the Court enters
a temporary and permanent restraining order.
23. Restore Former Name:
[Check only if applicable.]

My former name is ,and |

am asking the Court to restore that name to me.
24.  Grounds for Divorce: My grounds for divorce from the Plaintiff are:
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[Check the ones that you can prove at trial.]
(a) Our marriage is irretrievably broken. The Plaintiff and | can no longer live togethada
there is no hope that we will get back together.

(b) Cruel Treatment. The Plaintiff committed the following acts of etureatment toward me:

(c) Adultery. The Plaintiff has had sexual intercourse with someeglse during our marriage.
(d) Desertion.The Plaintiff has intentionally and continuallysgeted me for at least a year.
(3) Other grounds from the list in O.C.G.A. § 19-5-3, as explainezté

FOR THESE REASONS, | REQUEST THE FOLLOWING RELIEF:
[Check all that apply.]

(a) That I be granted a total divorce from the Rl

(b) That theSettlement Agreemesigned by the parties be incorporated intoRimal Judgment
and Decree of Divorge

(c) That the Plaintiff be ordered to pay me aliméorymy support;

(d) That our marital property be divided accordiadParagraph 7;

(e) That our joint and matrital debts be dividedoading to Paragraph 8;

(g9) That the Plaintiff be temporarily and permahergstrained from harassing me or
committing any acts of violence toward me;

(h) That my former name be restored according tadgtaph 10;

(i) That a Rule Nisi be scheduled by the Courteoide on the relief | have requested,;

() That the Court issue iStanding Order

(k) That the Court order any and all other relrefttthe Court finds appropriate.
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Signed this day of

[day] [month] e

(Sign your name here before Notary) Defendard,se

Defendant’'s Name (print or type):

Defendant’s Address:

Defendant’s Telephone Number:

Sworn to and affirmed before me, this
day of

NOTARY PUBLIC
My commission expires:
(Notary Seal)
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF COBB COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

Plaintiff:

Civil Action File No.:

and

Defendant:

VERIFICATION

l, , palga@appeared before the undersigned Notary
Public, and declare under oath that | am the Defiehith the above-styled action and that the faet®d in the

foregoingDefendant’s Answer to Plaintiff’'s Complaint for Bree (Without Minor Children) and

Counterclaim for Divorceare true and correct to the best of my knowledge.

Signed this day of
[day] [month] B9

(Sign your name here before Notary) Defendard,se

Defendant’s Name (print or type):
Defendant’'s Address:

Defendant’s Telephone Number:

Sworn to and affirmed before me, this
day of

NOTARY PUBLIC
My commission expires:
(Notary Seal)
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF CoBB COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

PLAINTIFF,
CiviL ACTION FILE NUMBER
VERSUS
DEFENDANT.
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
This document certifies that on , 20 , | sent copies of the following
documents:
Defendant’s Answer to Plaintiff's Complaint for Bree (Without Minor Children) and Counterclaim for
Divorce
and
Verification

to the opposing party by (choose one):
first class mail
certified mail and return receipt was requested

The documents were addressed as follows:

(Sign your name here before Notary) Defendard,se

Defendant’'s Name (print or type):
Defendant’'s Address:

Defendant’s Telephone Number:

Sworn to and affirmed before me, this
day of

NOTARY PUBLIC
My commission expires:
(Notary Seal)
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